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Transportation Services Contract 
The Board of Trustees authorized entering into a 
transportation services agreement with Southland 
Transportation Ltd. commencing with the 2021/2022 
school year, or sooner if feasible, for an initial five (5) 
year term with renewal options for two (2) subsequent 
five (5) year terms. 
 

Request for COVID Funding 
Given the mounting costs associated with the COVID 
19 pandemic, the Board directed the Board Chair to 
pen a letter to the Ministry of  Education requesting 
additional funding to offset the costs incurred with the 
safe reopening of schools. 
 

Hold Harmless Letter 
The Board directed the Board Chair to pen a letter to 
Alberta Education requesting that the Ministry 
consider  2020/2021 as a “hold harmless” school year 
regarding the changes in accounting treatment as it 
relates to the Weighted Moving Average (WMA). 
 

Annexation of Lands to Picture Butte 
The Municipal Government Board recently approved 
the annexation of lands from Lethbridge County to the 
Town of Picture Butte. 
 

Chief Medical of Health (CMOH) Order 33-2020 
The CMOH Order 33-2020 states that all Alberta 
students in grades 4-12, staff members and visitors 
must wear non-medical masks in schools. 
 

Federal Funds for Education 
Holy Spirit Catholic School Division has been 
allocated $1,805,650 in federal funding to assist with 
the safe reopening of schools. The funds will be spent 
on additional caretaking, substitute teachers and 
educational assistants, temporary teachers and 
educational assistants and At Home Learning 
technology. 
 

Reconciliation Week 2020 
Reconciliation Week was celebrated in Lethbridge 
from September 21-25, 2020. 
 

Provincial Achievement Tests (PATs) 
It was determined that due to the ongoing COVID 19 
pandemic, PATs will not be administered to our 
students in grades 6 and 9 for the 2020/2021 school 
year. 
 

Operations and Maintenance Funding 
The Minister of Education granted school authorities 
the ability to utilize at their discretion, any surplus 
monies in Operations and Maintenance funding 
toward educational supports and services. 
 

Father Leonard School Modular / Parking Lot 
Alberta Infrastructure approved the funding of costs 
associated with the installation of a modular 
classroom and the school parking lot addition at 
Father Leonard Van Tighem School. 
 

Edwin Update 
Holy Spirit is continuing to partner with Nelson 
Canada providing students with an online ecosystem 
for curriculum and resources. 
 

School Resource Officer (SRO) Program 
The SRO program now has a full contingent of 
officers deployed to Lethbridge schools. The focus of 
the program will be youth engagement and 
relationship building. 
 

Orange Shirt Day 
On September 30, 2020 students and staff are 
encouraged to wear an orange shirt to demonstrate 
their continued commitment toward reconciliation in 
connection to residential schools. 
 

Capital Maintenance and Renewal Funding 
Secretary Treasurer Lisa Palmarin provided the Board 
with a report detailing the status of the five (5) Capital 
Maintenance and Renewal projects in the Division. 
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3 Year Faith Plan - Year 2: Transformed by the Journey 
Joann Bartley, Director of Religious Education, spoke to the Board 
detailing the theme for Year 2: Transformed by the Journey. The focus is 
on using your gifts and seeing the face of Christ in others.  
 

At Home Learning 
Carmen Larsen, Director of Learning outlined for the Board the objectives 
and scope of the Division’s At Home Learning which has been 
implemented due to the COVID 19 global pandemic. Approximately 565 
students have taken advantage of At Home Learning throughout the 
division.  

The Board reviewed the Policy Review Schedule for 2020/2021. 
 
No changes were required for at this time for the following policies: 
 

 Policy 1: Board Mandate, Mission, Vision, Values, and Goals 

 Policy 2: Role of the Board  
       (Appendix A: Board Annual Work Plan will be reviewed at a later date) 

 Policy 3: Role of the Trustee 

 Policy 4: Trustee Code of Conduct 
 
Policy 9: The Role of the Superintendent needed significant changes in 
order to align the policy with the Superintendent Leadership Quality 
Standards recently implemented by Alberta Education. 

Board Reports:                                   Administrative Reports:  

 Board Chair     ●   Superintendent               ●    Deputy Superintendent 

 ASBA      ●   Secretary-Treasurer          ●    Director of Learning 

 ACSTA     ●     Director of Religious Education  ●    Director of Support Services 

 Joint City / School Boards     ●    First Nations, Métis and Inuit Education 

 

Thank you God, you have gifted education to us so that we can be agents of change in the world.  

As the new school year begins students and teachers face uncertainty, excitement, changes, and challenges.  
Grant them your peace so that they may feel empowered to face the new year head -on. 

We pray for administrators who oversee our schools, grant them energy to persevere and guide their decision making.  
We pray for teachers who now must navigate teaching during a pandemic— 

give them the patience to learn new skills and technologies.  

We pray for parents teaching their children at home—give them the wisdom and endurance.  

We pray for students may they be filled in mind and body.  

M a y  y o u r  l o v e  b e  f e l t  i n  e v e r y  c l a s s r o o m — i n  p e r s o n  o r  v i r t u a l l y .  
M a y  y o u r  g r a ce  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  l a u g h t e r  o f  c h i l d r e n .  

A m e n .
Next Board Meeting: October 28, 2020 


